Things to Consider When Writing CER Questions

	Good Characteristics
	Things to Avoid

	1. Context


	1. Time gap 

(Timing is critical depending on what is asked)

	2. Data

· Quantitative

· Qualitative
	2.  Predictions

	3. Scaffolding

· Initially—Simple Wording

· Over time—More Complicated
	3. Vague



	4. Consider how the question will encourage science concepts
	4. Chunk of text that overwhelms



	5. Consider ideal student response


	5. Confusing language

(Wording that could be simplified)

	6. Needs to have a claim


	

	7. Reflects vocabulary that is used in class
	


